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QUESTION
Do dogs have different Paw prints like humans have 
different finger prints? If so, what what kinds of 
patterns? Which is most common?

HYPOTHESIS
If I check multiple dogs’ paw prints then I think they 
will have unique prints and there will be patterns in 
the paw prints because humans have finger prints, 
so dogs should too.



MATERIALS
1. Finger print ink 

2. Paper 

3. Magnifying Glass 

4. Dogs 

5. Damp paper towel



VARIABLES
The dog and its type, size, and gender.



PROCEDURE
1. Wipe the paws clean 

2. Dip the paws in finger print ink 

3. Stamp the paw prints on a piece of paper 

4.  Wipe the paws clean again 

5. Repeat steps 1-4  with all 8 dogs 

6. With magnifying glass examine paw prints for patterns or 
differences



DATA
Table 1

Dog Gender Breed Front left paw Back left paw Front right paw Back right paw
Dog 1 Female Dachshund On the outline of the 

print, there are tiny little 
dots, but in the middle it 
is solid. The solid part is 
shaped like a triangle.

On the sides there are 
dots, but it the middle 
there is a solid part 
shaped like a beaker.

Most of the print is 
spotted. There is one 
small solid spot to the 
left and a rectangle 
shaped one in the 
middle.

Outline is spotted, and 
there is a solid part in 
the middle shaped like a 
beaker.

Dog 2 Female Pitbull Some lines going 
through where there is 
nothing. Mostly dots 
with them closer 
together towards the 
front of the carpal pad.

Dots are large and have a 
little space between 
them. Digital pads are 
solid.

Outline dots are further 
apart. To the right the 
dots are also far apart. 
For the rest of it the dots 
are close together.

Dots are far part. They 
are small on the outline 
and get bigger towards 
the middle.

Dog 3 Female Boxer/ labrador At the back of the carpal 
pad the dots are far 
apart. At the front it is 
the same but there are a 
lot of areas without dots.

Carpal pad  is mostly 
solid with a few spots 
with nothing. Toes are 
solid with nothing in the 
middle.

Solid spots with nothing. 
The spots with nothing 
are towards the front of 
the pads.

Carpal pad is solid with 
areas that have nothing. 
Towards the bottom 
there are dots that are 
spread out. On the digital 
pads there are dots for 
outline but are like the 
front of the carpal pad.

Dog 4 Male Blue heeler Filled with dots kind of 
close to each other. 
Towards the right there 
is a spot with the dots 
closer teach other.

On the right side, the 
carpal pad is solid. To 
the left there are dots 
that are far apart. The 
far right digital pad is 
kind of swirly, like people 
finger prints.

The dots are far apart. 
The digital pads are a 
little bit striped.

The carpal pad is striped. 
To the left, there is a 
small spot with dots. One 
digital pad is solid, the 
others have dots.



DATA
Table 2

Dog Gender Breed Front left paw Back left paw Front right paw Back right paw

Dog 5 Male Labrador The left of the paw is 
solid. The right side 
has dots. The digital 
pads are spotted with 
areas with nothing.

The carpal pad has 
dots. The dots are far 
apart at the back, but 
get closer at the front. 
The digital pads are 
dotted with nothing in 
the middle.

Front is solid. The rest 
is dotted. One digital 
pad is dotted and 
solid. The other one 
that is visible has 
large dots and nothing 
in the middle.

Mostly solid. There 
are little dots of 
nothing.

Dog 6 Male Maltese/ Yorkshire 
terrier 

Tiny little dots 
throughout the pads. 
You can only see it 
with a magnifying 
glass.

Dots are even smaller 
than the front left! 
Little lines of nothing 
pass through the 
digital pads.

Tiny dots for the 
outline. The middle is 
solid.

All solid. The pads are 
lighter in the middles.

Dog 7 Male Labrador Both carpal and 
digital pads are made 
of small dots that are 
far apart.

The dots are close 
together. They are 
closer at the bottom. 
The digital pads are 
solid.

Close dots at the top 
of the carpal pad, and 
far apart ones at the 
bottom. On the bottom 
left there is a line.

Tiny dots far apart 
throughout the pad. 
There is one solid spot 
in the bottom right.

Dog 8 Female Pug/ Chihuahua  Little lines at the 
bottom going in 
different directions. 
The rest of the carpal 
pad has close dots. 
The digital pads have 
a mix of both.

Dots at bottom of 
carpal pad that are 
very far apart. At the 
top there are close 
lines.

The carpal pad has 
dots that are not far 
from each other, but 
not close either. The 
digital pads are close 
lines.

The bottom of the 
carpal are solid dark. 
The middle has a mix 
of shapes. Two digital 
pads are solid. The 
other visible has dots.



Dog #1 

Female 

Dachshund 

Dog #2 

Female 

Dog #3 

Female 

Boxer/ 
Labrador 



Dog #4 

Male 

Blue 
Dog #5 

Male 

Labrador 

Dog #6 

Male 

Maltese/ Yorkshire 



Dog #7 

Male 

Labrador 

Dog #8 

Female 

Pug/ Chihuahua  



RESULTS
From the data in the table, it was determined that 
dogs have unique paw prints. Dogs of the same breed 
had similar paw prints, but were still different. The 
size of the print also varied. Some patterns were 
little lines that can go in any direction, dots, and 
solid. The most common was the dots, and most 
prints have multiple patterns.



CONCLUSION
The data collected from this experiment supports my 
hypothesis that dogs’ paw prints would be unique. It 
also supports my hypothesis that there would be 
patterns in the paw prints. This information could help 
you find your dog if it gets lost or if it has been 
involved in a crime. For further experiments I could 
try more dogs and more of the same breed. I could also 
try families of dogs to see how that effects their prints.


